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Analyets of CINCEAC Fyelustion of Effects of Bombing Halt

Eacm omic Recovery

1. The general implication that a rebullding of the economy
would be inltiated immediately upon & cessation of the bombing does
not appear vealistic. It is possible that Hanol would choose %o
8tep up reconstruction efforts on I0C's and those Industrial facilities
that contribute most to the war effort. It is unlikely, however,
that reconstruction of all of modern industry wvould be undertaken
to any extent until some more permanent settlement of the war was
effected.

2.  Major interdicted LOC's will be guickly repaired -- but not
to full use ~= in s matter of weeks. The initinl through serviceability
of any 10C after the bombing stopped would still require use of tem~
borary bridges or other lower capacity alternate erassings hecause new
permanent bridgee vould refuire probably 3 to & months for construction.
The Vinh line, for example, could not be operated at full pre-strike
eapacity until the lomd factor on sll hridgag vas ralsed to the original
tonnage.

3.  The assessment of recovery in the modern industrisl sector
understates the time thet will be required to fully restore industry
to pre-strike levels of operation. Recovery will be almost entirvely
dependent on massive Toreign aild and in the electric Power, cement, and
textiles industries, will require fram one to twe years to organize
and to carry out.
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L.  An estimeted 50 percent of dameged electric generating
- eapecity could be restored to service within 6 wonths, but conplete
restoretion will teke about 2 years. It will take st least cm‘ yeor
for recovery in the textile industry, involving eifher relocation of
disperged textile machinery or installation of nev machinery, and
mejor reconstruction of the largest plant. More than one year will
ve requlired to rebulld the Heiphong cement plant. Bomb damage to other .
industry probably could be repaired in 3 to 6 months.

5,  The restoration of bulk POL storege cepacity would have a
relatively 3.(:51 priority since the present system 1s adeguate, and bulk
storage would be extremely vulnerable in the event thet ajr stitacks
were reneved.

6. The statement that a wealth of manpowezi‘ would be availeble
for redirection in the var effort is a gross exaggeration. The number
of Hoi"th Vietnamesne diverted to full-time and part-time war related
activities is only about 600,000. About half of these are women and
some are men too 0ld to serve in the military. Thie figure includes
an estimated 110,000 in air defense and approximately 300,000 for repair
of I0C's. About helf of the total 600,000 work on & part-time basis
vwhen the need arlses. The number of men freed for military duty in
Leos or Bouth Vietnem by o cespation of bowbing would appear to be
much lower than fmplied. |
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T The reduced rice harvests in 1966 and 1967 vere due more
to adverse weather than to var-related factors, although manpover
&iverstons and transportation difficulties undowbtedly contribubed.
Bince westher is such o controliing factor in North Vietonam's sgricul-
ral output, 1t is not certein thet & successPul heyvest would follow
& cesgation of bombing. Hor is 4t certsain thet food imports wvould
Aiminiah. vﬁerm Vietnan, muy & food deficit country, Imported
over 160,000 tons in 196%. Food imports in 1967 will amount to about
400,000 tons, two and & half times the pre-bambing level. In spite of
the boubing food imports in 1966 vere low and & comparison of 1967
iwts vith those of 1966, 1s mislesding.

8. There iz no strong evidence that North Vietnamese morsle
has been depressed Lecause of recent belov-averasge rice harvests.

Food rations have been mnintained and substltutes of imported whest
flour, less palatable to North Vietnsmese » have not yet heen extewsive
enough 10 cause serloun warest.

9.  Faragreph B3 erronsously implies that NVNAF Pighter atp-
exaft have been cut-of-pountry because msjor airfields were not
serviceable. Actually, major sirfields have been gulckly returned to
at least limited servicenbility after attacks.
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